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Conference Events & Information
Monday, March 2, 2026, Pre-Conference Classes
For those who want to earn extra CEUs, register for one of the Monday sessions. For more information, see the Monday pre-
conference schedule on page 3 and registration on page 7.

Tuesday–Friday, March 3-6, 2026 Full Conference Classes, CEUs and Meals
Tuesday–Friday includes a variety of concurrent classes available with the ability to earn up to 2.4 CEUs. For specific CEUs, please see 
the full conference schedule. Full conference meals include 3 breakfasts, 3 lunches, awards banquet dinner, and 1 evening deli bar.

Sunriver Resort

Lodging
Please make your room reservations with Sunriver Resort by 
calling 855-420-8206. Call on or before February 8, 2026 and 
identify yourself with the OAWU conference to receive lodging 
discounts (plus tax & resort fees).  
Lodge Village Guestrooms: Single $145

Nominations for 2025 Awards
Recognize the outstanding employees at your utility for 
professional excellence and service in 2025. Please submit your 
nomination(s) for these awards no later than February 2, 2026. 
Nomination forms are available online at www.oawu.net or 
through the OAWU office. 

Annual Banquet and Awards Program
Wednesday 6–9 pm; no-host bar 5:30–6 pm
The 2025 awards to be presented during the banquet are water, 
wastewater, manager and/or office manager, rookie, associate 
member, and friend of rural water. Entertainment TBA.

Annual Best Tasting Water in Oregon
Join OAWU in their 31st year conducting the contest for the 
“Best Tasting Water in Oregon” and find out whose water will 
win a trip to Washington, D.C. to compete in the National 
Best Tasting Water contest. For the Oregon contest rules and 
information, see the last page of this flier or contact the OAWU 
office at (503) 837-1212.

Hospitality Night Social

Game Tournaments
Practice your ping-pong, 
cribbage, and cornhole for 
the annual tournaments 
held in the Homestead 
Hall during breaks and the 
Hospitality Night Social.

ENTERTAINMENT FOR BANQUET 
TO BE ANNOUNCED

Join OAWU Thursday for Exhibitor Hospitality Night! 

Costume contest— 
Best Hard Hat

Thursday in Homestead Hall, 5:30–8 pm. There will be a no-host 
bar, 2 hosted beer kegs and exhibitor raffle prizes. You must be 

present to win exhibitor raffle prizes.  
Music in the Owl’s Nest begins at 8:30 pm.

Exhibit Hours:  
Wednesday 11:30 am – 5 pm & Thursday 7 am – 8 pm
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Monday, March 2, 2026 Pre-Conference Schedule� 0.6 Total CEUs

Great Hall� 9:00 am – 4:00 pm
Small Water System 
Training Course
This course will cover the basics of 
water system operations. A review 
of the SDWA Amendments, the 
State Revolving Loan Fund, and 
security issues. Review of technical, 
managerial and financial needs of a 
small system.    
Tim Tice, OAWU � 0.6 W

ESAC #TBA

Landmark I/II� 9:00 am – 4:45 pm
Cross Connection Specialist Update
Obtain your Cross Connection Specialist 
updates and any updates on the cross-
connection program.    
Ray Johnson, BMI � 0.6 W

ESAC #TBA

Heritage I� 8:00 am – 11:15 am
Emerging Contaminants 
PFOS Workshop
An overview of sources, treatment 
options and current trends in 
regulations.    
Keith Bedell, OAWU� 0.3 W/WW

1:00 pm – 4:15 pm
Assessment and 
Emergency Response
Complete a risk assessment and 
be prepared for an emergency.  
Scott Berry, OAWU� 0.3 W/WW

Heritage II� 8:00 am – 1:15 pm
Flagger Certification
Attend this ODOT flagger course 
to obtain flagger requirements. 
Attendees completing this course 
and exam become an ODOT 
certified flagger.   
Bill Buterbaugh, ODOT  � 0.5 W/WW

ESAC #TBA

Note this class is only 0.5 w/ww  
CEUs. 

Tuesday, March 3, 2026 Conference Schedule Registration Desk Open 8 am–5 pm 0.575 Total CEUs

10–10:30 am Great Hall Opening Session: Utility Leadership Challenge
What are we doing and saying? Our words and actions have real meaning to those we work with. Are they accurate? Are 
they with purpose? Are we carrying out our charge effectively?    
Jason Green, OAWU Executive Director                                                                                                                                                                                                            W/WW

10:30–11 am Great Hall
National Rural Water Association Update 
The State of Water & Wastewater at the national level.   Russ Cooper, NRWA Director, City of Monmouth. W/WW

11 am–12 
pm

Great Hall Legislative Update
The latest issues of the State Legislature activities concerning water and wastewater utilities. 
Mark Landauer, OAWU/SDAO Lobbyist
�

W/WW

12 pm–1 pm Homestead Lunch Break

1–
2:

45
 p

m

Great Hall
What to Expect in an Inspection
What to expect and how to be 
prepared for an OR-OSHA inspection. 
Larry Fipps, OSHA� W/WW

Landmark I/II
Defensive Driving for 
Utility Professionals 
Utility workers consistently travel to 
perform various tasks. What is in your 
control, behavior related risks, potential 
hazards associated with speed, aggressive 
driving, and space management.   
Bill Buterbaugh, ODOT  � W/WW

Heritage I
One Water Approach to 
Management Through 
Policy, Compliance and 
Code Enforcement
Integrating water supply, water 
storage, wastewater principles, leak 
detection and conservation programs 
to creates a unified approach to utility 
management. 
Spencer Cashwell, Tyler Patterson and 
Daniel Denning, City of Bend   
� W/WW

Heritage II
Wastewater Modeling 
Process & Benefits
The benefits of a working model in 
regard to inflow & infiltration rehab, 
planning and development studies 
and future flow predictions for design 
storms and urban growth boundary 
expansions. 
Samuel Novac, Novac Industries LLC 
� WW  

2:45–3 pm Great Hall Lobby Break

3–
5 

pm

Great Hall
System O&M 
Everything from paperwork, critical 
parts inventory, budget, training, staff 
succession, outlining and delegating 
tasks, monthly reports and tracking, 
staff and council/ board communica-
tion and public relations. 
OAWU Board (Mike Edwards and Matt 
Johnson)� W/WW

Landmark I/II
Defensive Driving for 
Utility Professionals
continued                                   w/ww

Heritage I
Decoding Combination 
Control Valves 
Automatic control valves with 
multiple pilots and functions. Aimed 
towards the more experienced 
operator, this course will review 
basic valve functions then look at 
the difference between hydraulic 
override and hydraulic backup.  
Patrick Miller, CIMCO-GC System   
� W/WW

Heritage II
Cyber Security Threats & Best 
Practices for the Water Sector
The Water/Wastewater sector is a 
high priority. General cyber threats 
and more specifically, on OT cyber-
security best practices and current 
threats.Leslie Kainoa, Cybersecurity 
and Infrastructure Security Agency

w/ww

5–5:30 pm Heritage I Annual OAWU Game Tournament Meeting
5:30–6 pm Landmark I/II Annual Membership Business Meeting
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Wednesday, March 4, 2026 Conference Schedule Exhibition Hours 11:30 am to 5 pm� 0.7 Total CEUs

7–8 am Homestead Breakfast

8–
9 

am

Great Hall
Locating Essentials
Identify different locating options 
for the underground utilities.
Nick Frappier, NW Hydrovac � W/WW

Landmark I/II
Smart Certification Test Taking
Real-world insights for Certification 
exam prep tips. Stories only water and 
wastewater pros can appreciate.  
Jake Obrist, City of Bend       w/ww

Heritage I
AMI’s Role in Your World 
Technology advances. We will explore 
the many options available and how 
they will benefit your team and your 
customers! 
Pat Hart, HD Fowler  � W

Heritage II
Intelligent Pumping Systems 
How to utilize the technology to meet 
the goals at your wastewater system.  
Alden Meade, Xylem-Flygt    � WW

9–9:15 am Great Hall Break

9:
15

–1
0:

15
 a

m

Great Hall
SCADA and Control 
System Projects
Practical tactics to cut lifecycle 
and capital costs on SCADA and 
control systems—without sacrificing 
reliability or compliance.
Jonathan Frank, Advance Control 
Systems  � W/WW

Landmark I/II
Start and Fund Asset 
Management from Scratch 
Get the most from your assets. 
Real time data driven approach 
to implement or enhance asset 
management programs for your 
utilities. 
Arnab Bhowmick, AAKAVS AKTIVOVW
� W/WW

Heritage I
Streaming Current and Particle 
Counters: How Two Unique 
Instruments Contribute to 
Effective Water Treatment
Are particle counters and how they 
can be used in conjunction with 
turbidity measurements to efficiently 
operate filters and monitor filter 
breakthrough 
Tim Owens, Correct Equipment   � W

Heritage II
Basics of Membrane 
Bioreactor Technology 
Overview of technology, key aspects of 
design, operation, and troubleshooting. 
Produce effluent that meets Class 
A recycled water standard.
Hiro Kuge, KUBOTA Membrane USA 
Corporation � ww

10:15–10:30 am Great Hall Break

10
:3

0 
am

–1
2 

pm
 

Great Hall
Financial Roundtable 
Panel Discussion of funding opportuni-
ties for water and wastewater systems. 
Concludes with Q&A to allow systems 
to discuss their specific projects. 
USDA-RD; IFA; CoBank, Puttman 
Infrastructure                                 � W/WW

Landmark I/II
Business Continuity, 
Succession Planning, and 
Emergency Response
Upkeep of the operations during any 
major events, crisis situations, and loss 
of critical human resources.  
Arnab Bhowmick, AAKAVS AKTIVOVW     
� W/WW

Heritage I
THE ABC’s of LEGIONELLA 
What it is, how to detect its presence, 
and the importance of testing for it. 
Daniel Huson, Rose City Laboratories, 
LLC� W

Heritage II
Sunriver Wastewater Plant Tour
See the real-life examples of a 
Conventional Activated Sludge System 
that was upgraded into Membrane 
System  
Andy Carlton, Sunriver LLC � WW

12–1 pm Homestead Lunch Break • Exhibits Open • Game Tournaments

1–
3 

pm

Great Hall
Chlorine and Chemical 
Metering Pumps 
The fundamentals and properties of 
chlorine. Metering pump basics, the 
good, the bad and the downright 
frustrating. 
Sean Moriarty, Furrow Pump� W/WW

Landmark I/II
Confined Space
The ins and outs of confined space 
entry and describing what to look for 
and use the applicable equipment.  
Bill Buterbaugh, ODOT � W/WW

Heritage I
Optimizing Water 
Wellfield Performance
Well designed, constructed, operation 
and maintenance considering water 
quality conditions using real world 
examples.  
Jim Bailey, Shannon & Wilson � W

Heritage II
Package Lift Stations 
for Fast Retrofits 
A package lift station will save time 
and money. Types and sizes of positive 
displacement pumps. 
Rich Owens, Owens Equipment    � WW 

3–3:30 pm Homestead Break • Exhibits • Game Tournaments

3:
30

–5
 p

m

Great Hall
Easements and Encroachment 
Obtaining or expanding easements for 
water and wastewater infrastructure 
maintenance, repair or replacement.
Laura Schroeder, Schroeder Law 
Offices, P.C.  � W/WW

Landmark I/II
Flow Meters for Monitoring
Real life example of cybersecurity 
& what that looks like for your 
water or wastewater utility.
Ken Navidi, Bainbridge    � W/WW

Heritage I
Hydrants and Valves 
Current model O&M, and the future of 
fire hydrants and valving with pressure 
monitoring feature. 
Vaughn Barber, M&H/Kennedy Valve 
Co.� W

Heritage II
How to Work with Your Engineer
Communication is a 2-way street when 
it comes to working with your engineer 
in achieving a successful project.  
Chad McMurry, Mackay Sposito    
� W/WW

5:30–6 pm Great Hall Lobby No-Host Meet & Greet

6–9 pm Great Hall Annual Banquet & Awards Program
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Thursday, March 5, 2026 Conference Schedule Exhibition Hours 7 am to 8 pm� 0.675 Total CEUs

7–8 am Homestead Breakfast • Exhibits • Game Tournaments

8–
9 

am

Great Hall
Basic Math for Water/
Wastewater Operators
Water and wastewater math 
problems typically encountered 
in the Level I & II certification 
exams. Bring a calculator and 
notebook to the workshop.   
OAWU Staff  � W/WW

Landmark I/II
Laboratory Work and Sampling 
Best practices for drinking water and 
wastewater sampling, laboratory work, 
navigating compliance, and importance of 
laboratory-client relationship. 
Michelle Angland, Eurofins Edge Analytical   
� W/WW

Heritage I
Eyes and Ears on Your 
Water System 
Leak detection, pressure and flow 
monitoring that allow water operators 
to reduce their non-revenue water 
and prevent costly main breaks. 
Develop a robust leak detection 
and pressure control program.
Patrick Miller, CIMCO-GC Systems   � W

Heritage II
Bylaws Rules & 
Regulations Policy
Dive deeper into how to run your 
utility and how to help your board or 
council. 
Laura Schroeder, Schroeder Law Offices, 
P.C. � W/WW

9–9:30 am Homestead Break • Exhibits • Game Tournaments

9:
30

–1
0:

30
 a

m Great Hall
Basic Math for Water/
Wastewater Operators
continued
� W/WW

Landmark I/II
Sampling and Laboratory Work; 
Client & Laboratory Relationship
continued 
� W/WW

Heritage I
LCRI Compliance 
How to comply with the changes and 
manage compliance with the Lead and 
Copper Rule Improvements.    
Laura Vidal, 120 Water � W

Heritage II
YDO for DMRs
How to use Your DEQ Online to fill out 
your DMRs. 
Mark Bentz, DEQ    � WW

10:30–11:00 am Homestead Break • Exhibits • Game Tournaments

11
:0

0–
12

 p
m

Great Hall
Basic Math for Water/
Wastewater Operators
continued
� W/WW

Landmark I/II
Automatic Control Valves
Operation, applications, troubleshooting 
and maintenance of automatic control 
valves. What they are made of, and how 
they work. How to set, troubleshoot and 
repair.  
Jim Lugo, Watts Water Technologies     �W/WW

Heritage I
Water & Wastewater 
Disinfection Technology
Using UV disinfection at your 
water and wastewater system. 
When and why to use it, tips and 
trick to general maintenance.
Rich Owens, Owens Equipment  
� W/WW

Heritage II
Permit Development 
and Issuance
Find out how DEQ determines what to 
put into your system’s permit and how 
it is issued to you.  
Jeffrey Navarro, DEQ  � WW

12–1:30 pm Homestead  
Great Hall Lobby

Lunch Break • Exhibits • Game Tournaments Learn the latest applications, equipment, tools  
and techniques for the water and wastewater industry. Lunch served in Homestead Hall.� w/ww

1:
30

–2
:4

5 
pm

Great Hall
Basic Math for Water/
Wastewater Operators
continued 
 

� W/WW

Landmark I/II
Automatic Control Valves: Operation, 
Applications, and Maintenance
 continued� W/WW

Heritage I
Tip Selection and Vactor Trucks 
Hydro excavation, new technology, 
proper methods, equipment, safety, and 
the use of different nozzle types. Tips, 
Tricks & Safety.    
Shawn Patrick & Dan Nelson, Owens 
Equipment   � W/WW

Heritage II
Monitoring and Impacts 
to Permit Development
What might be new impacts 
to your system when a new 
permit is developed. 
Jeffrey Navarro, DEQ   � WW 

2:45–3:30 pm Homestead Break • Exhibits • Game Tournaments

3:
30

–5
 p

m

Great Hall
Basic Math for Water/
Wastewater Operators
continued 
 
 
� W/WW

Landmark I/II
Leading Your Gen Zs
Obtaining the best results for the supervisor/
manager. Working with the incoming Gen 
Z staff at your water or wastewater system. 
TJ Grisel, Core & Main   � W/WW

Heritage I
From Tank to Trend: How 
SCADA Sees Your System
If the screen looks “wrong,” is it the 
instrument? The I/O, the PLC, the 
network, and SCADA.  
Greg Chast, Portland Engineering, Inc. 
� W/WW

Heritage II
DEQ Wastewater Operator 
Certification Basi 
The application and certification 
process, tips to avoid mistakes, 
an overview of where to find the 
information you need on DEQ’s 
website, and an opportunity for 
program feedback. 
Kimi Gryzb DEQ    � WW

5:30–8 pm Homestead Hospitality Night: Raffle Drawings, Prize Drawings & Game Tournament Finals

8:30 pm  
to closing

Owl’s Nest Live Music at the Owl’s Nest



Registration Policies
Early Bird Registration: Receive a $50 discount for each full conference registration postmarked by February 2, 2026.  

Early Bird registrations may be billed or contain a purchase order number.

Cancellation Policy: If you register for the Annual Conference and fail to attend without providing OAWU  
with a 10-day prior notice, no refund will be issued and/or you will be billed for a full registration.

Confirmation: For a confirmation of registration, please contact the OAWU office at (503) 837-1212 or email office@oawu.net.

Friday, March 6, 2026 Conference Schedule � 0.375 Total CEUs

7–8 am Great Hall Lobby Breakfast

8–
9 

am

Great Hall 
Master Planning - an 
Engineer’s Perspective
Get a better understanding of what 
an engineer will be looking for 
when developing a project at your 
utility.   
Chad McMurry, Mackay Sposito   �

w/ww

Landmark I/II
Utilizing AI at your system
How to use AI to Assist with creating 
sampling plans, or to assist with AWWA, 
DEQ, OHA, or other regulating agencies 
requiring on site plans or benchmarking 
for water and wastewater systems.   
Mike Edwards, City of Bend  � W/WW

Heritage I
Excavation Safety
OSHA safety requirements for working 
in and around excavations and 
confined spaces. Competent Person 
and employee/employer requirements. 
“Watch Out!” scenarios. 
Scott Berry, OAWU   � W/WW

Heritage II
Killing Three Birds 
with One Stone 
Replacing nitrate-based treatment for 
odor and corrosion to a highly reactive 
form of magnesium hydroxide. A 
successful strategy, and we discovered 
a line cleaning benefit from the gradual 
release of hydroxide into the system.  
John Van Wingerden, IER  � WW

9–9:15 am Great Hall Lobby Break

9:
15

–1
0:

15
 a

m

Great Hall 
Effective Utility Management 
A presentation on utilizing 
effective utility management 
at a utility to help manage 
a change in leadership.
Michael Grimm, West Slope Water 
Dist.  � W/WW

Landmark I/II
Utilizing AI at your system 
continued  
Mike Edwards, City of Bend  
 
� W/WW

Heritage I
Excavation Safety
continued   
 Scott Berry, OAWU   � W/WW

Heritage II
Operation of an Anerobic Lagoon
The ins and outs of operating, 
managing, and maintaining an anerobic 
lagoon system. What it can treat and 
how it works. 
Dick Heard, Heard Farms   � W/WW

10:15–10:30 am Great Hall Lobby Break

10
:3

0 
am

–1
2 

pm

Great Hall 
Utility Leadership 
Maximizing growth opportu-
nities through delegation & 
responsibility while improving 
your team’s depth of experience, 
knowledge and reliability.
Jason Green, OAWU              w/ww

Landmark I/II
Best Practices for Safe Hydro-
Excavator Operation
Dig with proper wand techniques 
and pressure control. Vacuum safety, 
personal protective equipment, 
overhead safety, fall protection, and 
emergency preparedness. 
Chris Young, SWS Equipment    � W/WW

Heritage I
WMCPs Explained
How Water Rights, water Planning, and 
Permit Extensions of time Fit Together.   
Kerri Cope, OWRD    � W

Heritage II
Recent Trends in Water Rights 
Development and Transfers
Recent updates for developing new 
water sources (e.g., backup sources), 
and transfers to change the terms of 
water rights. 
Sarah Liljefelt, Dunn Carney Allen 
Higgins & Tongue LLP � W

12–12:15 pm Great Hall Conference Conclusion: Closing Session – Utility Leadership Challenge continued
Jason Green, OAWU Executive Director W/WW

OAWU Fundraiser Raffles
This year, enter to win LG 75-Inch Class QNED evo AL 
4K TV, a Kimber Hunter Pro .308Win Rifle with a Burris 
Fullfield 3-12x42MM Scope, or a S&W PC M&P Shield 
9MM Pistol.

Tickets will be available for sale Tuesday morning after 
opening sessions through Thursday evening. Drawings will 
be held Thursday during Hospitality Nigh in Homestead 
Hall. All proceeds will go the Jeff Swanson Memorial 
scholarship Fund and NRWA, as identified.

Prizes similar 
to images



OAWU’s 48th Annual Management & Technical Conference 
March2–6, 2026

Conference and Pre-Conference Registration

Full Name ____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Name preferred for name badge _________________________________________________________________________________

Water Op. Cert. # __________/__________	 Wastewater Op. Cert. # __________/__________	 o Not Certified

o Check box if you will be the Association Member Voting Delegate for the Annual Business Meeting Tuesday at 5:30 pm.

System / Company ____________________________________________________________________________________________

System Address_ ______________________________________________________________________________________________

City_______________________________________________ 	 State _________________  Zip _____________________________

System Phone_________________ 	 Contact Person Phone__________________ 	 System Email_ ___________________________

Pre-Conference (Monday)
Course (check box for course attending) Fee Subtotal

o Assessment & Emergency Response, 1pm - 4:15pm (0.4 Water / Wastewater CEUs) FREE FREE

o Emerging Contaminants PFOS Workshop, 8am - 11:15am (0.3 Water / Wastewater CEUs) FREE FREE

o Small Water System Training, 9am – 4pm (0.6 Water CEUs)  System ID #41-________ FREE FREE

o Cross Connection Specialist Update, 9am – 4:45pm (0.6 Water CEUs) $175

o Flagger Certification, 8am – 1:15pm (0.5 Water / Wastewater CEUs) FREE

Full Conference (Tuesday–Friday)

Conference Registration
Early Bird
(postmarked by Feb. 2)

Standard 
(postmarked after Feb. 2) Subtotal

o OAWU Member $390 $440

o Non-Member* $490 $540

Additional Meals for spouses or guests

Subtotal
Evening Banquet Lunches Breakfast
Wednesday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Wednesday Thursday Friday

Enter quantity: _____ × $40 _____ × $30 _____ × $30 _____ × $30 _____ × $20 _____ × $20 _____ × $20

TOTAL CONFERENCE FEES

o Payment Enclosed	 o Please Invoice           o Credit Card (see below)

PayPal available online at www.oawu.net or call the OAWU office for processing and receipt.

o Email receipt to: ____________________________________   o Fax receipt to: (fax number) ___________________________
* Non-members receive a one-year individual membership with conference registration.

SEND REGISTRATION FORM AND FEES TO:
Fax 503-837-1213 or mail: OAWU, 935 N. Main Street, Independence, OR, 97351 or email to: office@oawu.net



Oregon Association of Water Utilities
935 N. Main St.
Independence, OR 97351
503-837-1212  Fax 503-837-1213
Address Service Requested
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48th Annual Management &  
Technical Conference in Sunriver 
March 2–6, 2026
Attention Water and  
Wastewater Departments
When finished reading, please route to managers, 
operators, city recorder and/or board members.

Contest Rules
Entrants must be an OAWU member and in State Compliance.

Bring a clear container (mason jars work well) with 1–2 quarts of 
your system’s drinking water to the conference in Sunriver.
Entries must be submitted to the OAWU registration desk 
located in the Great Hall by 3pm on Tuesday, March 3, 2026.

The container must be clean. You wouldn’t want to 
contaminate the smell or taste of your entry.

A panel of non-partisan judges will determine the winning 
Ground and Surface water entries based on clarity, smell 
and taste.

The overall “Best Drinking Water” will go to the national 
drinking water contest in Washington, D.C.

The winners will receive a plaque of excellence to exhibit 
in their community.

OAWU’s Mission is to advocate for and provide service, support  
and solutions for Oregon’s water and wastewater industry to meet 

 the challenges of today and tomorrow.

NOMINATIONS

Looking for the  
annual awards  

nomination forms?  
Visit our website at  
www.oawu.net for  

these and much more!

THANK YOU TO OAWU’S 2026 SPONSORS!

Whose water will take home the title of “Oregon’s Best Tasting Water” at 
OAWU’s 31st Annual Best Drinking Water Contest and represent our state  
at the National Best Water Contest in Washington, D.C.?

DIAMOND SPONSORS 
Core & Main, Ferguson, TAG, 
Advanced Control Systems, 
H.D. Fowler
GOLD SPONSOR 
NW Hydrovac
SILVER SPONSORS 
Owens Pump and Equipment
BRONZE SPONSORS 
Bancorp Insurance, Pace, 
Anderson Perry, Reiner Pump


