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Spirit Mountain Casino, Grand Ronde, Oregon • Nov. 17 – 19, 2026
Earn up to 2.0 CEUs in Water and Wastewater

SPIRIT MOUNTAIN CASINO 
OPERATOR’S CONFERENCEO

AW
U



Please use one form for each person attending (photocopy additional forms as needed). 

Full Name _______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Water Certification # _______________	 Wastewater Certification # _______________	 o Working toward certification

System Name _ __________________________________________________________________________________________________

System Address_ _________________________________________________________________________________________________

City_______________________________________________ 	 State _________________  Zip ________________________________

System Phone___________________________________ 	 System Email__________________________________________________

Full Conference (Tuesday - Thursday, 2.0 CEUs) ESAC# TBA

Conference Registration 
Includes training sessions, coffee, and lunch each day

Early Bird  
(postmarked before Oct. 19)

Standard  
(postmarked after Oct. 19) Subtotal

OAWU Member $380 $430

Non-Member* $480 $530

TOTAL REGISTRATION FEES

TOTAL CONFERENCE FEES 

o Payment Enclosed	 o Purchase Order: PO #____________________ 	 o Please Invoice 

If paying by credit card, please use PayPal at www.oawu.net or call the OAWU office to process.

o Email receipt to: _____________________________	 o Fax receipt to: _______________________________

Confirmation & Cancellation
No refunds will be issued and a regular registration fee will be billed for those who fail to attend  

and do not give the OAWU office a seven-day prior notice.  

*Non-members receive one-year individual membership with conference registration.

SEND REGISTRATION FORM AND FEES TO:
Mail: OAWU, 935 N. Main Street, Independence, OR 97351  |  Email to: office@oawu.net  |  Fax: 503-837-1213

Annual OAWU Spirit Mountain 
Casino Operator’s Conference
Grand Ronde, Oregon • Nov. 17 – 19, 2026
27100 SW Salmon River Hwy, Grand Ronde

ACCOMMODATIONS: (800) 760-7977
Call by Saturday, October 10, 2026 and use code 5851 OAWU 2026
Fall Conference and you will receive discounted pricing.



ACCOMMODATIONS: (800) 760-7977
Call by Saturday, October 10, 2026 and use code 5851 OAWU 2026
Fall Conference and you will receive discounted pricing.

TIME CEUs KALAPUYA A/B MOLALLA A/B

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 17, 2026� 0.7 CEUs
07:30–8:00 AM REGISTRATION & COFFEE

8:00–
10:00 AM

0.2 Locating Essentials
Utility locators and ground penetrating radar systems, review tools for the 
job that help find the utilities. A focus on GPR and how it can help be the 
tool for the non ferris utilities on the job.  
Nick Frappier, NW Hydrovac  � W/WW

No class in Molalla A/B this session

10:00–10:15 AM BREAK

10:15–
12:00 PM

0.175 Cyber Security Threats & Best Practices
CISA has identified the water/wastewater sector as a high priority. General 
cyber threats and OT cybersecurity best practices and current threats.

Leslie Ann Kainoa, Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security Agency� W/WW

Legionella Prevention
What Legionella is, where and how it is detected, the health hazards 
associated with Legionnaires disease, and prevention measures.

Dan Huson, Rose City Laboratories   � W/WW

12:00–1:00 PM LUNCH PROVIDED

1:00– 
2:00 PM

0.1 Physical Security
The practices and principles to help further protect your utility in today’s 
age. 
Leslie Kainoa, Cybersecurity & Infrastructure Security Agency � W/WW

Applying the New Effective Utility Management Framework
Utilizing effective utility management to help manage a change in 
leadership.
Michael Grimm, West Slope Water District� W/WW

2:00–2:15 PM BREAK

2:15– 
3:30 PM

0.125 How to Start and Fund Asset Management from Scratch
Good asset management doing it right is the key - better service, rates, 
and a responsive govt. The basics and beyond, a real time data driven 
approach.
Arnab Bhowmick, AAKAVS AKTIVOVW � W/WW

Peristaltic Pumps
Peristaltic pump operations, maintenance, and what’s new. Basic 
operation, maintenance, and how to apply vs other technologies.
John Darch, Goble Sampson Associates, Inc  � W/WW

3:30–3:45 PM BREAK

3:45– 
4:45 PM

0.1 How to Start and Fund Asset Management from Scratch
Continued…
Arnab Bhowmick, AAKAVS AKTIVOVW � W/WW

Rotary Lobe Pumps
Basic operations, maintenance, and applications.
John Darch, Goble Sampson Associates, Inc  � WW

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 18, 2026� 0.725 CEUs

07:30–8:00 AM COFFEE

8:00–
10:00 AM

0.2 Chlorine and Chemical Metering Pumps
The fundamentals for Operators to understand the importance and 
properties of chlorine. Including metering pump basics, the good, the bad 
and the downright frustrating. 
Sean Moriarty, Furrow Pump  � W/WW

Pure Air Odor Control 
Types of dry and biological scrubbers for odor control in municipal 
wastewater applications. How to size and choose the best media for 
the lowest cost. 
Todd Sturtz, PureAir Filtration    � WW

10:00–10:30 AM BREAK

10:30–
12:00 PM

0.15 USDA Funding 
Funding options for water and wastewater systems through USDA Rural 
Development in Oregon. Steps to take before a project is off the ground, 
and working through the project from the funding side. 
Holly Halligan, USDA      � W/WW

Electronic Reporting for Water Quality Permits
An overview of Oregon’s transition to the YDO requirements, 
including the reasons for the transition, key regulatory changes, 
operator responsibilities, and implementation timelines.  
Mark Bentz, Oregon DEQ   � WW

12:00–1:30 PM LUNCH WITH EXHIBITORS PROVIDED� 0.1 W/WW CEUs

1:30– 
3:00 PM

0.15 Intro to Cellular Telemetry
Introduction to cellular telemetry and online process instrumentation for 
water and wastewater. 
Tim Owens, Correct Equipment � W/WW

Water Intake and Booster Pumps 
Options, features, and types of booster pumps used in water 
distribution. What do you need to keep your system maintenance 
free, and simple to run?
Rich Owens, Owens Pump & Equipment     � W

3:00–3:30 PM BREAK

Grand Ronde, Oregon� Annual OAWU Spirit Mountain Casino Operator’s Conference



WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 18, 2026 continued� 0.725 CEUs
TIME CEUs KALAPUYA A/B MOLALLA A/B

3:30– 
4:45 PM

0.125 Beyond the Pump, Skills to Move Your Career Forward 
Technical expertise alone isn’t what drives career growth, leadership 
opportunities, and long-term impact. Communicate more effectively, take 
ownership in your roles, and position yourself as a leader—regardless of 
title.
TJ Grisel, Core & Main    � W/WW

Package Lift Stations for Fast Retrofits 
Review when a package lift station will save time and money. We will 
compare different types and sizes of positive displacement pumps.
Rich Owens, Owens Pump & Equipment  � WW

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 19, 2026� 0.575 CEUs

7:30–8:00 AM COFFEE 

8:00–
10:00 AM

0.2 Confined Space
Identifying confined spaces, recognizing atmospheric and other hazards, 
required entry procedures, atmospheric testing, ventilation, PPE, permits, 
communication, and emergency rescue procedures. 
Larry Fipps, OR-OSHA � W/WW

Operation of an Anaerobic Lagoon
The ins and outs of operating, managing, and maintaining an 
anaerobic lagoon system. What it can treat and how it works. 
Dick Heard, Heard Farms    � WW

10:00–10:15 AM BREAK

10:15–
12:00 PM

0.175 Spirit Mountain Casino Water and Wastewater Plant Tour  
A tour of the membrane plants with in-depth processes. From the intake, 
through the treatment process. Followed with the wastewater treatment 
plant tour and discharge process back to the river.

Salvador Arreola, Spirit Mountain Casino   � W/WW

Decision Making for Operators: How the Unknown Can 
Affect Project Planning  
How the unknown can affect our decisions in planning for upgrading 
various system resources and equipment purchases. 
Levi Beachy, City of Tillamook  � W

12:00–1:00 PM LUNCH PROVIDED 

1:00– 
2:00 PM

0.1 Successfully Manage your Water or Wastewater Utility Team
Defining leadership methods to successfully manage water and wastewater 
utility employees. Applying practical ways and methods to utility team 
management. Real life scenarios and examples. 
Bill Palmaymesa, OAWU           � W/WW

Pressure Reducing Stations
The Six Key Features of Pressure Reducing Station design explores 
the essential components and best practices for designing effective 
pressure reducing stations (PRS). Optimize performance, minimize 
operational downtime, and improve long-term system reliability.  
Ray Velasquez, Cimco-GC Systems        � W

2:00–2:15 PM BREAK

2:15– 
3:15 PM

0.1 Locating Best Practices
The science, application, and best practices of locating wire systems and 
marker ball technology. Proper installation techniques, troubleshooting 
methods, and how integrating tracer wire with marker balls enhances 
accuracy and reduces the risk of costly damages.
Ray Velasquez, Cimco-GC Systems   � W/WW

No class in Molalla A/B this session

OAWU’s Mission is to advocate for and provide service, support  
and solutions for Oregon water and wastewater industry 

 to meet the challenges of today and tomorrow.

Annual OAWU Spirit Mountain Casino Operator’s Conference� Grand Ronde, Oregon


