
We in Oregon, and the rest of the nation 
for that matter, are forced to deal with 
the rising af¯iction of methamphetamine 
(meth) production and use. You, as water 
providers are frequently in the position 
of going onto private property and that's 
where meth is manufactured. Do you 
know how to spot the signs that there is 
an active meth lab in your community?

Do you know what the dangers are of meth 
lab in your community? It's up to each 
and every one of us to educate ourselves 
and stem the tide of this epidemic.

First, let's talk about the chemicals used 
in the production of methamphetamine.

There are many chemical names for the 
ingredients in a meth production process. 
However, many of these chemicals are 
known better by product type or brand 
names. Some of the following are chemi-
cal names, product types and brand names 
which in some combination, will 
be found in illegal meth labs.

�s��Ephedrine: Cold and allergy 
medications such as Sudafed, 
Actifed, Allrest capsules 
and Mini-thin diet tablets. 

�s��Red Phosphorous: Strike 
plate on match covers 
or highway ¯ares. 

�s��Acetone 
�s��Alcohol: Denatured 

or isopropyl 
�s��Ether: Engine starting ¯uid. 
�s��Isopropyl Alcohol: Heet 
�s��Iodine 
�s��Hydrogen Peroxide 
�s��Battery Acid 
�s��Rock Salt 
�s��Anhydrous Ammonia: 

Farm fertilizer. 

PRODUCTION PROCESS
There are three common methods used to 
produce methamphetamine. These processes 
use a variety of chemicals including explo-
sives, solvents, metals, salts, and corrosives. 
The combination and/or the cooking of 
these chemicals can create vapors and spill-
age which can be toxic. If you suspect a lab, 
contact the nearest law enforcement agency.

SIGNS OF METH LAB 
OPERATION
Indications of a lab may include 
some of the following:

�s�� �#�H�E�M�I�C�A�L���O�D�O�R�S�����H�A�V�E���B�E�E�N��
described as a cat urine smell)

�s�� �0�E�R�S�O�N�S���C�O�M�I�N�G���A�N�D���G�O�I�N�G���A�T���A�L�L���H�O�U�R�S��
�s�� �%�X�C�E�S�S�I�V�E���T�R�A�F�l�C�����O�F�T�E�N���S�H�O�R�T���S�T�A�Y��
�s�� �#�H�E�M�I�C�A�L���C�O�N�T�A�I�N�E�R�S�����T�U�B�I�N�G��

used in these containers) 
�s�� �%�X�H�A�U�S�T���F�A�N�S���I�N���C�O�N�S�T�A�N�T���U�S�E��
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Meth labs can contain explosive 
chemicals, posing a ®re risk.
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�s�� �,�A�R�G�E���Q�U�A�N�T�I�T�I�E�S���O�F���M�A�T�C�H�E�S����
acetone, or lithium batteries 

�s�� �#�O�F�F�E�E���G�R�I�N�D�E�R�S�����B�L�E�N�D�E�R�S��
with white residue 

�s�� �#�O�F�F�E�E���l�L�T�E�R�S���W�I�T�H���R�E�D���S�T�A�I�N�S��
�s�� �&�I�L�T�H�Y���L�I�V�I�N�G���C�O�N�D�I�T�I�O�N�S��
�s�� �#�H�E�M�I�C�A�L���C�O�N�T�A�I�N-

ers in the trash 
�s�� �4�H�E�R�M�O�S�����P�L�A�S�T�I�C��

liter pop bottles 
�s�� �0�L�A�S�T�I�C���B�A�G�G�I�E�S��

LOCATIONS
Meth can be ªcookedº 
anywhere; houses, apart-
ments, trailers, motel rooms, 
garages and vehicles. 

SIGNS OF ADDICTION
Behavioral Indications:
�s�� �(�Y�P�E�R�A�C�T�I�V�I�T�Y
�s�� �%�A�S�I�L�Y���A�G�I�T�A�T�E�D��
�s�� �!�G�G�R�E�S�S�I�V�E�N�E�S�S��
�s�� �0�A�R�A�N�O�I�D���O�R���D�E�L�U�S�I�O�N�A�L��
Physical Indications 
�s�� �/�P�E�N���S�K�I�N���S�O�R�E�S��
�s�� �7�E�I�G�H�T���L�O�S�S��
�s�� �2�E�D���N�O�S�E��
�s�� �,�O�S�S���O�F���T�E�E�T�H���A�N�D���O�R���H�A�I�R��
�s�� �%�Y�E�S���S�E�N�S�I�T�I�V�E���T�O���L�I�G�H�T��
�s�� �$�A�R�K���C�I�R�C�L�E�S���U�N�D�E�R���E�Y�E�S

So the next logical question 
for us is; what do we do? Or 
what should we NOT do? Here 
are some Do's and Don'ts:

�s��Don't  approach anyone. 

Individuals under the 

in¯uence of meth 

can be dangerous.

�s��Don't  enter a suspected lab.

�s��Don't  touch anything.

�s��Don't  ignore the problem!

�s��Do write down as much 
information as possible:
•  license plate numbers 
•  make and model of cars 
•  what time is the 

traf®c heaviest 
•  descriptions of indi-

viduals involved 
�s��Do report it! S

Attn: Private & Association Water Companies 

Finally An Insurance Policy Designed Specifically For You, 
Save up to 26% off Your Current Premium and Get 
Individualized Protection for Your Water District! 

 
Most water districts end up purchasing costly inadequate insurance protection that fails to 
provide you protection from the every day risks your water district faces. WaterPro's 
insurance program protects your district's property and its liability exposures including 
protection for risks like Accidental Pollution, Failure to Supply, Equipment damage to 
pumps, gages, and electrical boards, Wrongful Acts of Boards, Employment Practices 
along with a whole smorgasbord of other add-ons too numerous to list here! Stop paying for 
mediocre insurance coverage upgrade your protection now! Call Rex 800-452-6826 

Rex Lesueur, 
Licensed Agent & 

Consultant, 
National Speaker 

& Author 
 

Don't Take Our Word for It, Our Customers Say It Best: 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Don't Worry, Call Rex at 1-800-452-6826 Today! 

Rex provides EXCELLENT  service, he recently went to bat for our little 
Water District and obtained payment on a claim that the insurance 
company denied! We Don't Worry, We Have Rex, Erica Anderson, 
Christmas Valley Domestic Water Supply, Christmas Valley Or.  
 
ªRex's WaterPro program is one of the most comprehensive insurance 
programs I've ever seen. He was able to provide the Oregon Association 
Water Utilities  with a quality program at a great price.º Jason Green, 
Executive Director 

For an easy to use checklist that will help you determine 
whether or not you have a meth lab in your neighborhood, 
go to http://www.oregonmethwatch.org/checklist.html.  
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